CHILDREN OF THE PEOPLE                                        2I3
which may well make him a leader in his community when he grows
up.
CASE ii. The mother of this child died when the little girl was two
years old, since which time her paternal grandmother and step-
mother have taJ{en care of her. Her father is an elderly and much
respected Singer.
Little Runner is now seven years old. She is an attractive bright-
eyed little girl, who seemed quite .unabashed to be at the school to
be tested and dashed around the place when not working on tests.
However she showed little tendency to play with the other children
and seemed rather self-willed and headstrong.
Her mother was a young girl from another locality. She was visit-
ing at Navaho Mountain when she died in giving birth to a second
child, who also died. As her family did not claim the living child,
her husband's mother took care of her. Little Runner, then two
years old, had been nursing until this happened and is said to have
had no idea how to eat solid food. Her father found her a bottle for
goat's milk, and her grandmother chewed up food for her. In about
six months, her father married again and left the grandmother's
place. Little Runner was evidently something of a companion for
the old lady and was taught to card wool and do other things which
are unusual for a child of that age. On the other hand, she received
even less than the usual amount of training in cleanliness and con-
formity to Navaho social customs. When she was three the grand-
mother tired of keeping her, and the father, who had reached the
conclusion that she needed more supervision than she was getting,
took her to his wife.
This woman, Little Runner's stepmother, had two children, seven
and nine, but because she had at one time been very ill her father
had insisted that she have the ceremony and take the medicine that
are believed to confer sterility. Since that time she had never become
pregnant, and she was happy to have a small child added to the
family. Because Little Runner was not her own child, however, she
hesitated to discipline her as she really needed, but she accomplished
a certain amount by persuasion and encouragement. A problem
arose when she took a small nephew into the family for the winter.
Little Runner was very jealous of this child and unkind to him at
first; but, when urged to "act like a good relative'* to him, she grad-